THE LOVE OF MONEY AND ITS REMEDY: GENEROSITY

1 Timothy 6:17-21

This is a short passage, but a fairly comprehensive and insightful statement on wealth.  In it, Paul says there are two kinds of wealthy people: those who are rich on earth (v. 17) and those who are rich in heaven (v. 19).  The question is, which do you want to be?

            Now, the interesting thing here is: you can be both.  It’s a false dichotomy to say you can only have one or the other.  In fact, verse 17 says, God “richly provides us with everything to enjoy.”  Do you have things in life?  Enjoy them as a gift from God’s hand.  But, a wise person will not be content with having just wealth in this life- he will want to be rich in the next life.  In fact, a really wise person will realize that having an investment in the next life is so great, that they would never want to risk losing it by getting sidetracked in this life.

            That’s why Paul says, in verse 9, that “those who desire to be rich will fall into temptation… [and] into ruin and destruction.”

            At the risk of beating a dead horse, money is not the problem- our attitude and the fruit of our lives is the issue. How do we use money?  Paul is going to show us two ways not to use it and two ways to use it.
The wrong use of money. V. 17
            Paul uses an interesting phrase here, “charge them not to be haughty (conceited/ stuck-up).”  Last week we talked about the idea that money is directly connected to a lot of evil things.  We talked about two different idols that money represents and fuels: security and approval.  I want to add one today: power.  To a lot of people, money = power.  If we can just get enough money, we’ll be able to do what we want and make people do what we want.  But that power is an illusion.  And if you use money to get people to do what you want, you may be able to get them to do it, but they’ll despise you for it.

            There’s an attitude that’s common that says, “This is my money, I made it, I earned it, and I can do whatever I want with it.”  Well, imagine if you had been born in India a thousand years ago in the lowest rung of the caste system.  No matter how hard you worked, you would not be able to move out of that poorest caste.  So, you’re only successful today because God graciously allowed you to be born into modern America and gave you talents and abilities to use.

So don’t be haughty.  Basically Paul’s saying if you’re rich, so what?  We so often give special preference to wealthy people in our society and even in our churches.  I remember a lady who was a part of a church I belonged to who was very wealthy and was used to getting her way.  And when she wanted something in the church she expected people to do it.  Thankfully, the senior pastor didn’t cater to her whims- but when he didn’t, she took her family to another church, only to come back a few years later.

The Bible says, don’t give preferential treatment to the wealthy and powerful.  Treat everyone the same and, if anything, make sure the poor and weak are being taken care of- because the power structures of this world will not take care of them.

            The second wrong use of money is as something to set your hope on.  The next time you’re watching TV and an ad comes on for a financial management company, pay attention.  How do they paint retirement?  Great- if you’re well-invested.  If you have enough money, you won’t have to worry and you’ll have a rich and joyful life like the seniors you’re watching play with their grandkids and looking completely worry-free.  There is some truth there- it’s wise to invest and save so you won’t be broke when you quit working full-time.  But I think we can all agree that simply having money doesn’t make anyone worry-free or secure.  Some of the most worrisome people I know are also some of the wealthiest people.  In fact, I am in the place in my life where I have more money than I’ve ever had before and I worry about money more than I ever have.  When I was in college, I didn’t have much and I didn’t worry much and I gave away money a lot easier.

            So don’t use your money to build a kingdom for yourself here.  But you should use it to build God’s kingdom- which Paul talks about in verse 18.

The right use of money. V. 18
            The first way to use your money is to do a lot of good.  There is a presupposition here, that God gives you money for more than just yourself.  We’ve already been told in 1 Timothy 5 that we’re to provide for our immediate and extended family.  And Jesus makes it clear in the parable of the Good Samaritan that we’re also to provide for others outside of our family- even our worst enemies!

When you’re wealthy, you have an amazing capacity to do a lot of good for a lot of people.  This church would probably not exist if it weren’t for the generosity of a wealthy family living in Texas.  Now, could God have raised up others to support the church in its first three years?  Sure, but because of the generosity of this one family, who have never been to the church and aren’t even a part of the same denomination, this church has been able to minister here in Stillwater.  If you have a lot, God wants you to bless a lot of people with it.  As a seminary professor once said, “God doesn’t want us all to be poor, but He wants us all to be generous.”

            The second, and related way to use your money, is to be generous.  Now, statistics tell us that the more money you make, the less generous you’ll probably be.  Why?  One reason is because one of the ways people get wealthy is by being just that- not generous.  They’re stingy and squeeze every penny.  When they get to a certain level of wealth, they don’t all of a sudden become generous.  For our college students and younger: if you don’t learn to give now, you will not magically learn to give later in life.  If you don’t give money away when you’re making $10,000, you will not give money away when you’re making $100,000.  You just won’t, because it’s a heart issue- unless something major happens to change the course of your heart.

Now, I know for some of you, tithing is very hard.  It would be a huge sacrifice and possibly cause you to not meet other financial obligations.  For others, tithing’s easy, it’s no sacrifice at all.  To both, I think Paul would say, give as much as you can and structure your life so that you might be able to give more.  The tithe is more of a guide than a rule intended to give guilt.

The key to using money well.
The key to becoming a really generous person is to realize the generosity of God.  Paul goes deeper than just saying, ‘You gotta be more generous,’ or ‘Think about all the poor people or all the ministries that need your dollars.’  He appeals to a deeper motivation than a rule or a guilt trip.  Look at verse 17, where he says, “charge them…to set their hopes on…God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy.”  God is the Great Giver, the wealthy man in all of Jesus’ parables.

How did He provide us with everything to enjoy?  In 2 Corinthians 8 Paul is asking the Corinthian church to be generous- he refers to giving as an ‘act of grace.’  And then he compares it to another act of grace: “You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.”  How generous is God?  In Jesus Christ, He gave everything He had in order to give us grace.

            If it were not for that ‘act of grace,’ that extreme generosity, we would have nothing- no hope, no forgiveness, no future.  Life really would be all about who has the most toys when they die.  But, in the generosity of Jesus, you are given the keys to all of the riches of heaven, which make the riches of earth seem like a child’s piggy bank in comparison.

The only way giving will not feel like suffering is if you have a higher joy than money and power. I think a lot of us are going to feel like Oskar Schindler when we get to the end of our lives.  Do you remember the scene at the end of Schindler’s List where Schindler, the man who could have profited off of the Jew’s misfortune but chose buy their freedom instead, is realizing the enormity of the opportunity he had.  He’s standing on a road surrounded by people he’d saved, including his assistant Itzhak Stern (Ben Kingsley) with the sounds of the end of the war in the distance. 

Oskar Schindler: I could have got more out. I could have got more. I don't know. If I'd just... I could have got more. 
Itzhak Stern: Oskar, there are eleven hundred people who are alive because of you. Look at them. 
Oskar Schindler: If I'd made more money... I threw away so much money. You have no idea. If I'd just... 
Itzhak Stern: There will be generations because of what you did. 
Oskar Schindler: I didn't do enough! 
Itzhak Stern: You did so much. 
Oskar Schindler: This car. Why did I keep the car? Ten people right there. Ten people. Ten more people. This pin. Two people… He would have given me two for it, at least one. One more person. A person, Stern. For this…I could have gotten one more person.

Oskar Schindler realized there was something greater than money and power.  How much more can we, who have the grace of Christ in our hearts, do the most amount of good we can?

